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Have a great holiday season—we’ll see you again next year!

Police cuff 29
students during
Clemson game
Wristband shortage
creates chaos at gates
Ryan Quinn
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Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

State drops charges
against ‘Occupy’

Austin Price / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

n academia, professors of ten face large crowds of
snoozing, drooling students who wait for the ticking
clock to release them from the grips of learning.
But when professors shed their pantsuits and don
sultry dresses and dashing tuxedos, they can dazzle a crowd with
dance moves you won’t see in Five Points.
Dancing with the Deans occurs but once a year inside the
Russell House Ballroom . It pits eight deans — paired with
professors or administrators at Carolina — against one another
in a dancing frenzy, choreographed by professionals and
practiced for hours.
The cause: USC’s Family Fund, a pool of money generated
from faculty and staff who donate for scholarships and a litany of
other areas. Before the shindig, officials from the development
office solicit gifts for the fund, which has raised more than $35
million since the 1970s, according to USC.
Three judges mete out scores, much to the delight or chagrin
of the masses, who f lock in droves for this almost surreal
experience. The free lunch might also help.
“When you think academics, you don’t think this,” said John
Farley, the chief meteorologist at W IS-TV and one of the
judges. “I’m going to need a cold drink or a cold shower.”
Lemuel Watson and Jill Michels, this year’s winners, almost
achieved a perfect score with their up-tempo, sexy cha-cha,
synced with Michael Jackson’s “Pretty Young Thing”. They
grooved across the floor, matching in a fuchsia and black getup
that wowed the judges.
“Typically we prefer garnet and black, but if you can wear
fuchsia like that, it works,” said Larry Hembree , director of
special programs at the Nickelodeon Theatre and another judge.
Farley, after delivering effusive praise for the routine, gave
a brief sensual growl. The duo said they practiced about

A s hor t a g e of w r i s t b a nd s
for ad m ission to lower-deck
seating led to a confrontation
between police and students at
Saturday’s Carolina– Clemson
game, according to a police report
f rom USC’s Div ision of Law
Enforcement and Safety.
One complaint has been filed
against Major James Miles of the
USC Police Department, said Eric
Grabski, spokesman for USC’s
Division of Law Enforcement
and Safety, and some students say
they are pressing charges. The
State Law Enforcement Division
is investigating the complaint,
Grabski said.
Twent y-nine st udents were
arrested and taken in to custody
at the game. Police charged 22
students with public disorderly
conduct, and most of the arrests
were alcohol-related, Grabsk i
said. A use of force statement,
written by Major Irick Gear y
of USCPD, states that officers
were arresting unruly students
who were angrily trying to force
their way into the stadium, and
that some students were knocked
down during the mayhem. But
some students have complained
of an excessive use of force both
in interviews and on social media.
Geary recounted that students
were directed to Gates 23 and 25
after wristbands ran out at Gate
26. But Gate 25 was also out of
wristbands, and Geary reported
s e e i n g a b o u t 150 s t u d e n t s
attempting to force their way
through the gate, yelling ‘push’
as event staff and officers tried to
close it.
More of f icer s a r r ived a nd
arrested several students, bike
rack barricades were turned over
and a couple of female students
were knocked to the ground, his
report states, adding that none of
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Deans were paired with university professors and
staff for the annual dance competition and fundraiser.
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TREE LIGHTING
CELEBRATES CHARITY

Protestors allowed to set up
camp on Statehouse grounds

Caroline Baity

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Thad Moore

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Criminal charges against 19 “Occupy Columbia”
protesters who were arrested two weeks ago are being
dropped, according to Solicitor Dan Johnson.
Demonstrators gathered Thursday with one of their
attorneys, Joe McCulloch, to declare victory for the
movement over Gov. Nikki Haley.
“We are here to announce a victory — a victory for
the First Amendment,” McCulloch said.
The 19 arrested were charged under a state statute
that makes it illegal to “use the Statehouse or grounds
for any purpose not authorized by law,” but Johnson
expressed concerns about the constitutionality of the
arrests.
“These 19 individuals were out there exercising their
First Amendment right to free speech,” he said in a
phone interview with The Daily Gamecock. “That is a
purpose that is authorized by law.”
As a result, the state couldn’t prove the occupiers’
guilt.
“We would not be able to prove that essential element
[of an unauthorized use of the grounds], and therefore,
it is my duty to dismiss the case,” Johnson said. “A lot
of people forget that a prosecutor’s duty is not just to

The campus countdown to Christmas
formally began with the 57th annual Tree
Light i ng Ceremony on t he Horseshoe
Thursday evening.
The ceremony began in 1954 as a celebration
of USC students’ service work for Columbia
families during the holiday season. The
tradition continues today to honor the charity
work of Carolina Cares , as well as other
student organizations that have preformed
outstandingly good deeds during the holiday
season.
“It’s a great night to be a Gamecock,” USC
Student Body President Joe Wright said at the
ceremony.
This year, Carolina student organizations,
through the Nurturing Center and Project
on the Home Front, adopted 40 families and
provided each family with gifts to open on
Christmas. Six hundred stockings were also
stuffed and donated to the Salvation Army for
children who would have otherwise received
very little or nothing for the holidays.
“Six hundred may not seem like a lot now,
but over the years USC has donated thousands
LIGHITING ● 2

OCCUPY ● 2
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Movie preview

Editor says farewell

Dabo talks trash

Check out Tyler
Simpson’s preview of
five must-see upcoming holiday film
releases.

Editor-in-Chief Josh
Dawsey bids adieu to
The Daily Gamecock
after seven semesters
on staff.

See page 7

See page 4

Clemson’s football
coach responded
angrily Thursday to a
statement mistakenly
attributed to Steve
Spurrier.
See page 12
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Puppies, bubble wrap, coffee, oh my!
Russell House offers
stress busters, study
space, food for exams
Kathryn Kranjc

KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

In the midst of impending fi nal
exams and nail-biting late-night
cram sessions, the Russell House
is offering the perfect cure for
stressed students: puppies, bubble
w r ap, f ree fo o d a nd copiou s
amounts of cof fee. Beginning
last fall, Russell House directors
convert the student union into a
“study union” during finals week of
each semester, offering both quiet
spaces and “stress buster” events in
response to requests from students
who had been crowded out of the
Thomas Cooper Library.
“[The Russell House] has been
a hidden gem for studying, but
we didn’t see numbers increase
until we started the ‘study union’
i n it iat ive,” sa id Rya n Gros s,
assistant director of Russell House

Operations. “We like to think of
ourselves as the ‘living room of
campus,’ and the living room is a
great place to study.”
Positive responses from students
have led the initiative to expand
its services each year. This year,
Russell House will be open until
2 a.m. Dec. 4 through Dec. 8,
offering any rooms not being used
for “finals frenzy” Supplimental
Instruction review sessions for
group and individual studying.
The Information Center in the
basement will allow free copying,
and complementary coffee will be
served outside the theater Dec. 6
through Dec. 8.
This year, the Russell House has
paired up with Changing Carolina,
a n e x t e n s ion of t he St ude nt
Health Services , Sodexo and the
Academic Centers for Excellence
to put on t h is year’s “Russell
House Review” Dec. 5, a four-hour
stress-buster event beginning at
10 p.m. Students can fuel up on
free late-night breakfast food at

Grand Market Place, take out their
stress on bubble wrap by foot and
play with puppies and kittens from
Pets Inc. Changing Carolina will
bring their annual “de-stress fest”
to the event with free messages and
relaxation technique sessions. The
Academic Centers of Excellence
has also joined t he in it iat ive,
preparing study packets for the
Russell House Review.
Changing Carolina peer leader
S i m o n e D i g g s , a t h i r d -y e a r
psychology student , encourages
fellow students to leave enough
room in their schedule to attend a
de-stress event.
“A s col lege st udent s, we’re
consumed w it h balancing our
lives, but we neglect our mental
health, which is important when
tak ing tests,” Diggs said. “We
have to be healthy to carry out our
obligations.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

OCCUPY ● Continued from 1

DANCING ● Continued from 1

prosecute but also to do justice, so we acted as swiftly
as we could after a thorough investigation.”
Johnson also expressed his concern about the
ambiguity of the statute; the law does not explicitly
list any authorized — or unauthorized — uses of the
Statehouse.
“[For a successful case], they would have had to have
been there doing some conduct for a purpose that was
not authorized by law,” he said. “That statement is
vague, and that is what makes that statute most likely
unconstitutional.”
The decision came after Judge Alison Lee issued a
temporary restraining order last Wednesday against
Haley to allow the group to reestablish a camp on the
grounds 24/7 — sleeping bags, tents and all.
That order was set to expire on Saturday, raising
questions about the fate of “Occupy’s” encampment
and the possibility of additional arrests, especially as
protesters had expressed their intent to remain on
the grounds. The state’s lawyers, however, agreed on
Thursday evening to extend the deadline by 15 days,
Noelle Phillips of The State newspaper reported
on Twitter. The extension followed state lawyers’
request that Occupy Columbia’s civil suit against
Haley be moved to federal court, thereby canceling a
hearing originally scheduled at the Richland County
Courthouse yesterday morning.
The extension contradicted an announcement two
days prior by Leroy Smith, director of the Department
of Public Safet y, that officers would not arrest
demonstrators who remained on the grounds after 6
p.m., so long as they didn’t bring back their sleeping
bags; tents had not previously been allowed during the
occupation’s duration.
Columbia retailer Gary Karr, who has occupied
the statehouse grounds since the beginning of the
movement, said that maintaining a 24/7 presence
outside the Statehouse is important to the protest’s
message. He is confident that the movement will find
support in federal court.
“We have a strong reputation in Columbia of being
respectful, peaceful and cooperative,” Karr said.
“Whatever [the state’s] motives for moving the case, it’s
going to be hard for them.”

seven times and that the performance went off
“perfectly.”
Charles Bierbauer, dean of the College of Mass
Communications and Information Studies, played
the mysterious role of James Bond, winning points
for his intense facial expressions, according to
the judges. Robert Wilcox , leader of USC’s law
school, used a cane for a prop as he waltzed with
professor Michelle Martin.
Margaret Lamb, known during daylight hours
as USC’s spokeswoman, shimmied her way across
the room, clad in a frilly flapper dress and a smile
beaming across her face.
A long wit h her part ner David Hodson , an
assistant dean in the College of Nursing, she had
just mastered a rousing version of the Charleston
that transported audiences back into the 1920s.
The judgment began with Hembree.
“Margaret, Beyonce ain’t got nothing on you,
girl.”

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

LIGHTING ● Cont. from 1
of stockings for kids in
the Midland area,” said
Major Robert Couson,
a Salvation Army corps
officer.
Couson, on the behalf
of the Salvation Army,
presented Carolina Cares
Director Alex Cebry, with
the Carolina Bells award
for volunteer excellence
and substantial charitable
donation.
USC Fashion Board,
Capstone Scholars
Program, Honors
C ou nc i l , Fre sh m a n
Council and several other
organizations received
ornaments to place on
the tree for their standout
service in 2011.
“The Tree Lighting
Ceremony is meant to
recog n iz e a l l ser v ice
done within all student
organizations on campus,”
said Cebry, a third-year
public relations student.
“We are very proud of
our Carolina family for
all our accomplishments
this season, especially

the adoption of about 40
families for Christmas.”
It w a s a n i g ht f o r
all members of t he
G a m e c o c k f a m i l y,
u n i v e r s it y P r e s ide nt
Harris Pastides said.
“This [ceremony] is
not just for Christians,”
Pa st ide s sa id. “ It ’s a
com ing-toget her of
different people of all
beliefs. We didn’t come
tonight to celebrate one
religion, but to celebrate
t he s er v ic e t h at ou r
school has performed for
the children and families
of South Carolina.”
The spruce tree, which
was grown locally, was
l it to t he t u ne of “O
Christmas Tree” sung
by Logan Elementar y
School choir.
“It was very festive,”
sa id Hope Stewar t , a
first-year exercise science
st udent. “It reminded
me of the Grinch tree
lighting.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
news

ARRESTS ● Continued
from 1
the students reported
injuries.
T he c rowd t hen
moved to the Gate 23,
the last entryway to
the lower deck, and
officers repositioned
bike racks to better
cont rol t he c rowd
i n a nt ic ip at io n of
wristbands running
out again. They did,
a nd of f icers bega n
redirecting students
to Gate 18 to sit in the
upper deck.
“As we continued
to issue orders for the
crowd to d isperse,
several subjects
c o nt i nu e d t o y e l l
‘bull----’ and ‘push,’
a nd a mob bega n
to push against
t he g at e s ,” G e a r y
said. “Several of the
instigators were taken
into custody.”
Grabski and Chris
L. Wuchenich,
director of the
Div ision of Law
E n forcement a nd
S a f e t y, s a i d t h e y
c ou ld n’t c om me nt
ex tensively on t he
issue due to t he
compla i nt , wh ich
wa s f i led by Ry a n
D u l , a t h i r d -y e a r
accounting student .
Dul was arrested
for public disorderly
conduct at the game
and sent to t he
hospit a l. He spent
t he n ight at A lv i n
S. Glenn Detention
Center. Dul sent The
Daily Gamecock
pictures of minor cuts
a nd scrapes on h is
face and knee which
he said were caused
by M iles t h row ing
h im dow n on t he
concrete and his face
sliding against t he
ground. He estimates
h is med ica l bil ls,
including a charge for
a CT scan, could be
significant.
Dul has contacted a
defense attorney and
is also considering
pressing charges.
D u l’s s t or y of h i s
arrest dif fers f rom
Geary’s report.
Dul said the arrest
occurred as officers
were trying to move
students away from
Gate 23 and close it.
He sa id h is f r iend
was wal k i ng by a n
of f icer when her
jacket caught on
h is handg u n and
t he of f icer t h rew
her to t he g rou nd,
reaggravat ing a
sprained ank le.
Another friend began
walk ing toward the
of f icer to ask what
he wa s doi ng, a nd
Dul said he reached
out his hand to pull
the friend back. Dul
says he then felt an
officer’s hand on his
shoulder.

loestrin: $15
pay less for birth control
RUGHU©UH½OOV©online
use your carolina card
park in a reserved space
visit the campus pharmacy
thomson student health center
www.sa.sc.edu/shs 803.777.4890

“ T he nex t t h i ng
I k now I ’m b e i n g
thrown down and I’m
on all fours, and when
I’m on all fours I feel
myself being forced
i nt o t he g r ou nd ,”
Dul said. “As soon as
[Miles] stood me up,
I could see in his face
that he knew he did
that incorrectly.”
D u l s a id he wa s
taken to a paramedic,
who told him to go to
the hospital to check
for a head injury. He
said another friend
was t icketed and
anot her taken into
custody. Dul says two
who were injured are
considering pressing
charges but, like
himself, mostly want
t hei r ow n cha rge s
dropped.
“ It w a s n’t m y
decision to go to
hospital, so I feel my
medical bills should
be paid,” Dul said.
“ I f t he u n i ver s it y
will drop my charges
and pays my medical
bills, I’ll be content
w it h t h at . M a y b e
throw in a copy of the
game or something
l i k e t h a t . I d o n’t
want anyone to have
to go through what
I went through, and
I want the university
to u nderstand how
serious of an issue this
is.”
G e a r y ’s r e p o r t
states t hat, despite
the arrest only
being for disorderly
c o nd u c t , D u l w a s
also resisting arrest
and interfering with
the arrest of another
student. The report
goes on to say despite
M i le s t el l i n g D u l
to stop and putting
himself bet ween
Dul and ot hers,
Dul did not desist.
“Dul grabbed Major
M i les’ torso a rea
yelling, ‘F--- that,’ and
ot her obscen it ies,”
G e a r y
s a id.
Geary says Dul, about
6 foot 4 inches and
225 pounds, assumed
a f ig ht i n g s t a nc e ,
resisted arrest, had
to be t a ken to t he
ground and wouldn’t
stop u nt il M iles
placed a Taser at his
back and warned
h im t hat he wou ld
be tased if he didn’t
stop. Geary states he
recognized Dul to be
under the influence of
alcohol.
Dul denied that he
was resisting arrest,
t hat he touched
Miles and that he was
impaired by alcohol.
He s a id he d id n’t
rememb er a Ta ser
being put to his back.
Grabsk i said that
USCPD conducted
68 tot a l a r re st s at
games last football
season, compared
to 114 this football
season. The arrests
on ly i nclude a rea s
i nside t he st ad iu m
a nd t he adjacent
parking lot, Grabski
said. Grabski said he
would “definitely” not
consider this season
worse concer n i ng
arrests, and that the
increase was caused by
streamlined processes
for addressing issues.
“Number one,
we’re a l l ab out
safet y, and number
two, we’re all about
improving our
processes, whet her
t h a t ’s a r r e s t s o r
s o m e t h i n g e l s e ,”
Grabski said. “Faster
p r o c e s s i n g a l lo w s
of f icer to ret u r n
to post faster t han
before.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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Each of these students won either a barnes & noble gift card or caroli na cash.
look for us next semester!
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Ticketing failures
tarnish final game
If it’s one issue that has dominated headlines
and reports all semester, it’s student tickets.
The Carolina–Clemson game brought
that tension to a boiling point, as students,
who were denied access after stadium staff
ran out of wristbands, clashed with police.
This violence is no
way to end a solid
“The system f o o t b a l l s e a s o n
itself should a nd what shou ld
b e a memor able
be able to
fall semester. At
adapt to
t he heart of t his
isappointing
changes like ddisplay
was USC’s
this without
ticketing system,
a s y stem broken
leading to
almost beyond
dozens of
repair.
arrest.”
The battle on the
gridiron just can’t
compare with the
one raging both in and out of the stadium.
The lack of tickets, the shortage of wristbands
and the continued presence of nonstudents in
the student section has contributed to a flood
of student comments that have made one
thing very clear: This has to stop.
The incident with the Clemson game makes
very clear that stadium officials are not taking
into account the nature of football games.
Excitement, alcohol and tailgating create
an atmosphere for students to let loose; to
frustrate them with false promises can only
lead to chaos. The system itself should be able
to adapt to changes like this without leading
to dozens of arrests. Fans won’t change, but
our system can. We can and should expect
a system that balances protection, efficiency
and the freedom that students have come to
overwhelmingly love.
We know these expectations pose serious
challenges for USC. But now that football
season is over, the university finally has time
to address this issue and prepare for next fall.
As it stands, we cannot continue under
a system that at the least leads to mass
frustration and at the worst creates violence.
Football seasons should be memorable for
many reasons; ticket woes should not be one of
them. In this semester has taught us anything,
it has taught us that.
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Black Friday shocks with violence
Brutal shoppers ruin
holiday traditions
Another Thanksgiving feast has
come and passed, and along with
it, another Black Friday, a day of
frenzied violence over grabbing this
year’s hottest gifts.
It’s become an American holiday
tradition: Stuff your stomach to
bursting, f lock to purchase toys
and trinkets and then on Saturday
exch a nge stor ie s of at ro c it ie s
committed for said purchases. This
year was no different.
A woma n i n Los
A ngeles was arrested
for using pepper
spray on more t ha n
20 shoppers in order
to get an X box 360 .
A man was shot and
Ryan
killed in a parking lot
Celley
by a ma n robbi ng a
Third-year
business student
family of their recently
bought presents.
Aut hor it ies beat a 54 -year-old
g ra ndfat her u nconscious on
suspicions of shoplifting after he
put a video game in his waistband
in order to free a hand and help his
grandson, who was being trampled
by shoppers . These are only the
most recent tragedies in what has
become a yearly phenomenon.
The worst part isn’t so much
t he s e hor r or s b ut t he r e a s o n
they happen in conjunction with
the matter-of-fact way they are
received.
There are very few people who
haven’t heard of at least one story
of massive shopping crowds having
devastating effects like the ones
above, yet people just can’t resist.
Friends invite friends to come.
Parents encourage children. It’s
like some sort of capitalistic rite

of passage to be a par t of t h is
disturbing display of consumerism.
People could easily go on Saturday,
or Sunday, or even next Friday, but
part of the “experience” of Black
Friday is to be in t he r ush and
purchase gifts for yourself before
the person next to you can get it.
A nd not h ing is done to cu rb
t h is. More and more stories of
violence fill the headlines ever y
day. Cyber Monday, the purchase
of gifts online, has even grown in
popularity as a response to Black
Friday hysteria.
But after witnessing the record
Black Friday sales this year, it’s hard
to believe people are taking any of
this into account.
C or p or at ion s a r e t he wor s t
offenders. As it is their stores that
everyone’s flocking to, they do bear
some responsibility. Instead, they
subtly provoke and entice people
with this behavior. Commercial
a f t er c om mer c i a l e nd s i n t he
“Hurr y! These deals won’t last
long!” catchphrase. It’s the fi rst day
of the Christmas shopping season,
corporations; trust me, people will
be at your stores.
There is no et hical reason to
cause this mass panic by holding
sales only on this one day. A close
friend of mine boasted how he saved
more than $100 by shopping on
Black Friday. In today’s economy,
that’s serious money. It’s no wonder
people are willing to overlook the
hundreds who have been injured
or even killed during past Black
Fridays.
This is not to say corporations are
all to blame. Surely, the American
public is not merely a puppet to
sales and advertising, but with such
at rocit ies being com m it ted it’s
certainly not helping.

To d a y i s T h e D a i l y
Gamecock’s last issue of the
semester, and with it comes
a c h a n g e of g u a r d i n t he
newspaper’s leadership.
Over the last 12 months I got
to know better two of the paper’s
opinion leaders who covered
the university administration’s
decisions: Editor-in-Chief Josh
Dawsey and News Editor Ryan
Quinn. I did not always agree
with what Josh and Ryan wrote;
in fact, in a couple of cases I was
flat out irritated by their stories
and editorials. But I always read
what they wrote and tried to
understand their perspectives.
I also respected their efforts
and trusted that their single
source of motivation was their
desire to improve the University
of South Carolina.
As a student at the University
of Wisconsin, I was involved
in the leadership of a student
organization.
I know the enormous amount
of time and effort it takes from
the leaders of such organizations
to put together a successf ul
group, and I suspect our student
newspaper is just as demanding.
I n t he case of The Daily
Gamecock seniors, the training
they received in covering the
u niversit y has helped t hem
become better journalists and
much more attractive candidates
in the job market.
Leadership is not about social
or fi nancial backgrounds, looks
and popularity. Leadership is
about participation, ser vice,
values and vision.
Our Daily Gamecock senior
leaders — including Josh, Ryan
and Sports Editor James Kratch,
among others — have devoted
a significant percentage of their
student life to this newspaper,
ser ved w it h conv ict ion and
articulated their ideas and vision.
Their passion i n ma k i ng
the student perspective known
and the student voice heard on
campus is helping us make this a
better university.
They have earned our respect
and our gratitude.
— Provost Michael D. Amiridis

Editor-in-chief wishes Gamecock farewell
Dawsey: Wonderful people, great
experiences dominate life at USC
Journalists make an honest wage by writing about
others, dissecting their strengths, weaknesses,
passions and foibles.
We capture life at its worst and best. We attempt
to fight through manipulation and highlight the
truth. Our role is to question, analyze, synthesize
and make it all known, doing so while being fair to
all involved.
For the past seven semesters I’ve given thousands
of waking hours to The Daily Gamecock, a paper
I initially found interesting and eventually found
addicting.
I couldn’t shake the bug — moving from staff
writer to assistant news editor to news editor before
taking over as editor-in-chief in January. My second

term ends with this column and today’s issue. It
is bittersweet; leaving anything you
love is difficult. Yet we are all born for
leaving.
There are so many things I will
take away from working at The Daily
Gamecock, a truly wonderful paper
with a wonderful staff. I could praise
this staff in reams of newsprint and
Josh
still not say enough; they have achieved
Dawsey
so much, sometimes against all odds.
Fourth-year
print journalism
T hese t a lented jou r na l ist s a re
student
ref lective of a broader culture, one
that reaches into almost every facet of
life here. This is what I’ve observed: The University
of South Carolina thrives because of its people, from
the dutiful custodians to the gregarious president.
The countless names etched in the bricks of the
Horseshoe show this university’s traditions, which

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld b e s ubm it ted v ia em a i l to
g a m e c o c k e d it o r @ s c . e d u . L e t t e r s
must be 200 to 300 words in length

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

are rooted in the generations of the millions who
called this place home. Those who look at Carolina
as merely a physical place will likely never succeed at
finding fulfillment here.
My best memories from Carolina are the same as
those I’m sure many of you possess. The football
games and road trips that helped develop bonds
you’ll never lose, or the freshmen adventures you
won’t ever forget — or do again. Lunches with best
friends in Gibbes Court that seemingly never ended.
Carolina means much to us all. At the root of
everything is the people. Roommates and best
friends, caring professors and mentors, the ones who
give sage advice and have your best interests at heart.
In “The Best of What’s Around, Dave Matthews
says it best: “Turns out not where but who you’re
with that really matters.” That’s been my experience
here. I can only wish that this happiness be felt by
others as strongly as I have felt it myself.

About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The
Daily Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the
University of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Studios bring out stars for holiday films
Tyler Simpson

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Now that the fall season of “artsy,” award-worthy
film is over, it’s now time to look onward to the
holiday season where Hollywood studios sneak in
the big-budget, crowd-pleasing blockbusters. We
have seen this in recent years with films like “Avatar”
(2009) and “Tron: Legacy” (2010). However, it’s also
the time when studios screen last-minute awardworthy films before the Oscar season begins. Here
are films to look out for.

1. “The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo”
Out of all the films this holiday season, “The Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo” is defi nitely the most anticipated.
Based off the Stieg Larsson novel, the movie features
a disgraced journalist (Daniel Craig) who teams with a
genius Goth hacker (Rooney Mara) to solve a decades-old
mystery involving a missing girl and one of the wealthiest,
most powerful families in the world. Despite what you
may have heard, this movie is actually not a remake of the
Swedish fi lm but rather a reinterpretation of the novel.
Expectations for this film are very high with director
David Fincher (“The Social Network”) at the helm and
a musical score composed by Oscar-winning duo Trent
Reznor and Atticus Finch, who also composed the score
for “The Social Network.” Opens Dec. 21.

2. “The Adventures of Tintin”
A motion-capture CGI film that features an
Indiana Jones-like adventure under the combined
minds of Steven Spielberg and Peter Jackson. Color
me intrigued. Based off the series of European comic
books, the story revolves around young Tintin (Jamie
Bell) and his faithful dog Snowy as they discover
directions to a sunken ship once captained by the
pirate Haddock (Andy Serkis) and go on a treasure
hunt. It has already been hailed as one of Spielberg’s
most entertaining films in Europe, but whether or
not the motion capture effects are as stunning as they
look is a different story. Opens Dec. 21.

Courtesy of daemonsmovies.com

3. “Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy”
If you’re sick of seeing the usual James Bond spy
action and interested in a more realistic look at the
spy world, then see the adaptation of one of novelist
John le Carré’s best works. “Tinker Tailor Soldier
Spy” follows Gary Oldman as retired espionage
veteran George Smiley, who is forced back into
action to uncover a Soviet agent within MI6 during
the Cold War. The film opened earlier in English
and has already raked in the accolades. Reportedly,
it is already considered one of the greater spy films
with its top-notch British cast (Colin Firth, John
Hurt , Tom Hardy and Mark Strong ) and the
direction of Tomas Alfredson (“Let the Right One
In”). Opens Dec. 9.

4. “Mission: Impossible—Ghost
Protocol”
Of course, it wouldn’t be the holidays without
big budget action films, would it? In the “Mission
Impossible” series’ fourth installment, IMF is shut
down when implicated in a bombing of the Kremlin,
forcing Ethan Hunt (Tom Cruise) and his team to go
rogue and clear their names. If you need a reason to
see this sequel, there are two, and none of them have
to do with Tom Cruise. They are the inclusions of
Jeremy Renner (“The Hurt Locker,” the upcoming
“Avengers” film) and director Brad Bird, who is
mostly known for his animated successes “The
Iron Giant” (1999), “The Incredibles” (2004) and
“Ratatouille” (2007). Opens Dec. 21.

5. “New Year’s Eve”

Courtesy of collider.com

There are only two films that
I strongly recommend against
seeing this year: “Alvin and the
Chipmunks: Chip-Wrecked”
(2011) and, more important,
“New Year’s Eve,” another film of
vignettes centered on a holiday.
“New Year’s Eve” focuses on
the lives of several couples and
singles who intertwine in New
York over the course of New
Year’s Eve. It boasts a large cast
(Ashton Kutcher, Zac Efron ,
L ea M ic hele, Je s sic a Biel ,
Sofia Vergara, Abigail Breslin,
Michelle Pfeiffer, Halle Berry,
Alyssa Milano, Hilary Swank ,
Sarah Jessica Parker and Robert
De Niro) and, based on the
success — or lack thereof —
of similar films, this is why it
won’t be great. Case in point ,
“Valentine’s Day” (2010). Opens
Dec. 9.

‘Under the Mistletoe’ lacks typical Christmas cheer
Pop singer’s goes through
identity crisis on album
Thad Moore

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Who is Justin Bieber anyway?
On “Under the Mistletoe,”
his second studio album , the
singer seems to wrestle with
that question himself.
Is he still the heartthrob and
pseudo-soul mate tween-aged
America has become enamored
with? Sure, but he also tries
his hand as a cool kid rapper,
political activist and thinly
veiled pro-life advocate.
For h i s f a n s , t h at ’s t he
complexity and dynamism of
his personality shining through;
for “Under t he M ist letoe”
listeners, it’s a disjointed – at
times awkward – album.
To be clear, this is not a
Christmas album so much as
a pop album about Christmas,
a n d t h a t ’s a n i m p o r t a n t
distinction.
Vince Guaraldi Trio’s classic
“A Charlie Brown Christmas”
is the perfect soundtrack for
u nw rappi ng pre sent s on
Christmas morning, and “All
I Want for Christmas Is You”
from Mariah Carey’s soulful
“Merry Christmas,” could slip
right onto any holiday film’s
soundtrack.
But “Under the Mistletoe”
lacks any such legacy.

Sure, Bieber performs some
holiday classics, and he does
so quite well. He sounds near
angelic, for example, on his
beautiful rendition of “Silent
N i g h t .” L i k e w i s e , “ T h e
Christmas Song (Chestnuts
Roasting on an Open Fire)”
sees him singing with Usher
for one of the slower tracks on
the album and an enjoyable
rendition of the classic song.
But he also puts a dubious
twist on others, like “Drummer
Boy.”
If the original carol is a soft,
tender number, Bieber’s is an
overproduced mess, featuring
A u t o -Tu n e d v o c a l s a n d ,
inexplicably, the singer rapping
alongside Busta Rhymes.
I n a l l , i t ’s a c o m p l e t e
diversion from the original
lyrics’ meaning and feeling.
Ta k e , f o r e x a m p le , l i ne s
like these, with which Busta
Rhymes opens his verse: “At
the table with the family, havin’
dinner / Blackberry on our hip
and then it gave a little flicker /
… Came to realize my homie
Bieber hit me on the Twitter.”
So goes the album, which
lacks a certain holiday cheer
and replaces it with the artificial
and commercialized joy you
might find in a Christmastime
Macy’s commercial.
Of course, Bieber does get
i nto t he Ch r ist mas spi r it,
speaking out against poverty,

hunger and war.
On “Pray,” a bonus track the
artist originally released as a
single off his 2010 album “My
World Acoustic”, he expresses
h is concer n a nd opt im ism
r e g a r d i n g s o m e of t ho s e
problems, singing, “Children
are crying / Soldiers are dying /
Some people don’t have a home
/ But I know there’s sunshine
behind that rain.”
He likewise raps on
“Dr u m mer Boy ” t hat “it’s
crazy how some people say, say
they don’t care / When there’s
people on the street with no
food; it’s not fair / It’s about
time for you to act merrily /
It’s about time for you give to
charity.”
The transition to the latter
line is unexpected and awkward,
but i n bot h i nst a nces, h is
activism of sorts feels simplistic
and like a bit of a cop-out. His
messages seem more befitting a
response in the Miss America
pageant than a genuine effort to
affect positive change.
Of course, Bieber’s a bit more
daring and controversial in his
less-than-subtle pro-life line,
also in “Pray,” in which he
declares that “I pray for the life
not started.”
It seem s some wh at of fputting to quietly slip in a
reference to such a hot-button
issue, but at some point, you
have to credit him for taking a

“Under the Mistletoe”
Justin Bieber
Label: Island

C

Courtesy of justinbiebermusic.com

Justin Bieber’s album “Under the Mistletoe” features a number
of musical guests, including tracks with Usher and Mariah Carey.
stand at all.
Bu t Ju s t i n B ie b e r, of
course, is not an activist or a
fundamentalist so much as he
is America’s collective crush
and his Beliebers’ elusive lover
— and he feeds that desire on
“Under the Mistletoe,” as the
title suggests.
He’s nearly wistful on “All
I Want Is You,” beckoning on
“Mistletoe” and longing for
“Home This Christmas.” His

persona is, after all, how he
made his name and garnered
such widespread appeal.
But that thread that connects
“Underneath the Mistletoe” to
his earlier catalog gives rise to
a feeling that this is little more
than another pop album — one
that’s hardly relevant during
the rest of the year.
Comments on these stories?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/mix

Good luck
on exams!
If you’re looking for a place to hang out or
study in between finals, come join us in the
Off-Campus Student Lounge. It’s located in
the lower level of the Russell House West Wing (034).
Four computers, flat-screen TV, refrigerator, and
microwave available for use.

Have a safe break.
See you in January!
@UofSCOffCampus
USC Off-Campus Student Services
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OPPORTUNITIES

EMPLOYMENT

Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

HOUSING
3BD, 2BA one mile to USC, Old
Shandon,fenced yard. 318-0729
Very NICE 2 br/2ba condo with
many upgrades at The Gates at
WB
VERY nice condo for rent with 2
large bedrooms and 2 full baths.
Located at The Gates at Williams
Brice.Large kitchen with center
island and granite counter tops.
Spacious living area. Balcony
overlooks pool area.Workout
room located onsite. USC Game
Days included. Basic cable also
included. Rental also includes two
covered parking spots near unit.
Gated complex with security on
site. Available Jan. 1.
Email jdcol13@yahoo.com
Jan. rent pd.
1br Olympia Mills 301-706-3106
need female subleaser @retreat
call 8035139422 for more info
Room for rent
Roommate needed! 3 USC male
students seeking roommate
for 4 bedroom house in Forest
Drive community. 8 minutes from
campus. Fenced in back yard. Pet
friendly. $385 Per Month. Rental
through Shandon Group. Call 843598-3864 or 843-598-1817.

ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIALIST II
USC SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
DEPT. OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
DIVISION OF GERIATRICS
Provide temporary PT admin
support for the educational
functions of the Division of
Geriatrics, 20-30/hr/wk flexible
M-F daytime hours. Request at
least 1 year of administrative/office
experience; MS Word, Power Point
and Excel required; ability to deal
effectively with the public and
colleagues. $9-$14/hr depending
on experience. Please email
resume to joni.rusnak@uscmed.
sc.edu or call 545-5315 for more
info.
Email joni.rusnak@uscmed.sc.edu
Part Time Couriers
Downtown law firm seeks PT
Couriers. Must be able to work
Tuesday and Thursday, 8:30-5:30,
mornings and/or afternoons.
Additional days/hours may open.
Duties include running errands,
metering mail, conference and
break room clean up, answering
phones and other general office
duties. Must have own vehicle
and proof of insurance. Business
casual attire. Competitive salary
w/mileage reimbursement and
paid parking. Forward resume
w/”PT Courier” in the subject line
to colalawfirm@gmail.com. Please
include times available to work.
Email arhodes@ellislawhorne.com

EMPLOYMENT
XS Nightlife is current hiring
attractive go go dancers,
bartenders, shotgirls, waitstaff and
security. Get insider access to XS
and be the envy of your friends!
Apply in person, weeknights from
5-7 pm, 700B Gervais Street.
EOE.
Excellent Opportunity
Busy Allergist office seeks bright,
hardworking, ethical students
to work full or part-time for a
year and a half. We have both
clinical and business positions
available. Excellent opportunity
for those interested in applying
to medical and/or graduate
school. We can provide hands-on
clinical experience. Only those
with excellent academic records
(GPA of 3.6 or higher) and great
references need apply. Email
resume with dates available to
begin work to:
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net
Email guy@physicianservicessc.
com
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LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury party
cruise. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE
TODAY
TUNGUSKA, CAROLYN, VICES
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $7 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

THE JANGLING SPARROW
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.
USC SOUNDCHECK’S WINTER CONCERT &
SECOND ANNUAL TOY DRIVE
7 p.m., Free (toy donation encouraged)
Gambrell Hall Auditorium

TOMORROW
“SPRING AWAKENING”
8 p.m., $25
Trustus Theatre, 520 Lady St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Greek philosopher
Democritus said,
“Nothing exists except
atoms and empty
space. Everything
else is opinion.” Focus
on the space to avoid
confrontations.

Don’t overspend or
flash your money; it
could lead to a clash
of wills. Postpone an
outing, and be patient.
Quiet time sorting
out the plan gets you
farther.

You feel pushed to take
action. Find a family
member or friend who
understands and get
their advice. Don’t
spring your idea on an
elder yet.

Taurus

Don’t let the turkeys
get you down.
Your imagination
could trick you.
Misunderstandings
are possible, so listen
for love and ignore the
rest.

Nobody told you whether
the road to success
was paved or straight.
There are detours, and
sometimes you may have
to backtrack. Follow your
heart.

Your busy schedule
may lead to romantic
problems. Don’t stress
about it. Everything
works out. Be gracious
to a hothead. There’s
no hurry.

Gemini

Cancer

It’s not a great day
for travel, romance
or spending money.
Therefore, a quiet,
productive day suits you
just fine. Keep to your
principles. Revise your
routine.

Libra

Scorpio

Problems are smaller
than they seem. Try
not to alienate the
boss. Obligations force
a delay. Don’t forget an
important detail. It’s
getting busy.

Follow your highest
ideals. Keep to basic
routines without fuss
or controversy. Don’t
lend, spend or travel.
Go slow. Relax with a
walk and good food.

Aquarius

Consider new
options. Only accept
cost-effective ones.
Strive for balance and
fairness. Things don’t
go according to plan,
so be adaptable and
flexible.

Pisces

Travel and spending
money could be
chaotic today. Better
avoid both. Pay
attention to other
people’s arguments.
They could have some
real pointers.

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

Crossword

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

12/02/11

Brought to you by:

Capricorn

Virgo

Don’t get distracted
trying to make sense
of everything. Your
friends and your
instincts help keep
you on track. You can
always connect the
dots later.

CLAYTON ANDERSON BAND
10:30 p.m., Free
Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St.

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

12/02/11

1 2 3 4

for 12/01/11

for Today

ACROSS
1 Puts a little too
close to the
ﬂ ame
7 Does away with
11 Spirit
14 Set straight
15 Narrow space
16 Pay add-on
17 Where many
changes occur
18 August
20 Boast à la Donald
Trump?
22 Patriot Act
protesters: Abbr.
24 Malt ﬁ nish?
25 Goddess of
motherhood
26 “Our overly fussy
friend has a
point”?
31 Wasikowska of
“The Kids Are All
Right”
32 “Trinity” novelist
33 Union agreement
34 Fiber source
36 Illegal pitch
40 “Have some”
41 Kid on “The
Cosby Show”
42 Big name in ’40s’50s Argentina
43 Joplin piece
about modern
weaponry?
47 Went under
48 Emulate
Eminem
49 Irascibility
50 Delay from an
18th-century
English ruler?
55 LA and MI, but
not DO or RE
56 Gas up?
59 NRC
predecessor
60 It can get you
credit in a store
61 Shrink, in a way
62 “The __ of Pooh”:
’80s best-seller
63 “Right away,
Mammy”
64 It’s zero in
freefall—
and, put
another way, a
hint to how the
four longest
puzzle answers
were formed
DOWN
1 Religious org.,
perhaps
2 George’s lyricist
3 Show little
interest in, as
food
4 Get ready for
action
5 Sicilian resort
6 Unaccompanied

Solution 12/02/11
7 Biology text
topic
8 Roadside
attention getters
9 Water brand
named for its
source
10 Dam up
11 Fertilizer
substance
12 Draw forth
13 Treaties
19 Water source
21 Surround with
dense mist
22 Spherical
opening?
23 Hirsute pet
27 Like the sticks
28 Sizzling
29 More ﬂ eshy,
perhaps
30 Under the
weather, e.g.
35 Anouilh play
made into a
Burton/O’Toole
ﬁ lm
36 It’s not always
easy to get into
37 “Tootsie” Oscar
nominee
38 Assessment,
for
short
39 Popular trend
41 Pontiac muscle
car
43 Sartre work
44 Paris-based
cultural org.
45 “Gunsmoke” star
46 Popular purveyor
of stromboli
47 Zippo
51 Deep blue

Today’s Solution

52 Play to __
53 Named names
54 Two pages
57 Front-of-bk. list
58 Cote girl
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Bruce is back: Ellington
returns to the hardwood
Point guard a bit rusty in first game since
end of football season but plays well
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Guard Eric Smith made three of USC’s six 3-point field goals on Thursday in a 76-67 loss to Providence.
HOOPS ● Continued from 12
After scoring the first basket of the game,
USC trailed Providence for the final 38:47 of
regulation, with the Friars’ lead growing as big
as 14 points at one time.
The Gamecocks pulled to within four points,
51-47, with 8:59 remaining in the game after
Brian Richardson converted a traditional 3-point
play, sinking his free throw after being fouled on
a made layup. But then Providence went on a 6-0
run to push its lead back to 10, and USC never
got closer than 7 over the fi nal 6:25.
“We’ve got to put a complete game together,”
Horn said. “That’s basically the bottom line.
Until we do that, it’s going to be tough to be
good.”
Cooke led all scorers with 21 points. Smith had
16 as well for the Gamecocks, while LaDontae
Henton and Gerard Coleman each had 18 for
Providence (6-2). Bruce Ellington , playing in
his fi rst game since returning to the team from
football, had six points in 27 minutes of play.
“I think you have to credit him, the heart and
toughness he showed that you’d expect from a
DABO ● Continued from 12
Clemson was not productive.
“Hating them and trying to kick
their tails and all that is not the
answer,” he said.
Swinney told reporters Thursday
before making his comments, “I
don’t know if he really said that
or not, but I guess he did. There’s
been no rebuttal.”
A USC spokesperson told The
Daily Gamecock that the athletics
media relations department does
not handle the official football
Twitter account. The account is

fifth-year senior there,” said Horn of Cooke.
After the game ended and USC’s players went
to thank the 15 or so student fans — a Garnet
infantry, if you will — with some high fives, the
speakers at Colonial Life Arena blasted Andy
Williams’ classic Christmas song “It’s the Most
Wonderful Time of the Year,” to send the sparse
crowd off into the cold air and fi nal few hours of
the fi rst day of December after witnessing USC
limp to its worst start in almost half a century.
If this — another home loss punctuated by
poor shooting and lacking defense and such
— is indeed representative of what will be the
most wonderf ul part of USC’s season, then
much bigger issues lay on the horizon. But the
Gamecocks say they believe they’re getting
closer to being the type of winning team they
aspire to be.
“I definitely see ourselves tak ing strides,”
Smith said. “We had a great week of practice, but
we didn’t get it done today in the game.”

On his right deltoid, point guard Bruce Ellington has
a tattoo of a basketball with an engagement ring around
the diameter of the ball. The words, “Married to the
Game” serve as a caption for the image.
On Thursday night, Ellington began the process of
becoming a faithful companion once again following
his temporary separation from basketball for a fling
with football.
Though getting the chemistr y back with his
beloved sport was challenging in the first half against
Providence, the old spark was renewed in the last five
minutes of the game, as Ellington had several plays to
keep his squad within striking distance of the Friars.
Ultimately, even Ellington wasn’t enough to keep the
Gamecocks from picking up their third-straight loss,
but as he approaches the decision of whether to continue
to play two sports or stick to just one, he is well aware of
the rust that has appeared on his engagement ring.
“Once I saw one go in and come right back out —
once somebody sees that, you know it’s off,” Ellington
said of his shot. “I’m just going to go to the gym and
keep working on it, and hopefully, it’ll come back.”
The reunion had some bumps in the road to start, as
Ellington went 1-for-4 after being put in the game with
16:49 to go in the first half. He played 12 minutes of that
half, splitting time with starter Eric Smith. He finished
the half with just two points. The second half was
better but not by much. Ellington was 2-for-7, though
he played more aggressive toward the end of the game,
chasing after the ball and trying to block shots on the
opposite end of the court. He finished with six points.
“As I went along, these guys kept encouraging me to
keep playing and keep shooting because my shots would
fall in,” Ellington said of his teammates. “Thanks to
these guys — they helped me kind of come along.”
Though Ellington’s return was maybe not what the
South Carolina faithful envisioned, it was about as much
coach Darrin Horn could ask of his point guard after
just three days of practice following a six-month period
without playing.
“You’re asking a lot out of a guy, especially against the
zone ... which we didn’t spend the majority of our time
on,” Horn said. “I think he gained some confidence and
got a little bit more comfortable, but I’ve been saying for
months that the key is going to be patience. It’s unfair to
Bruce to come in and be in All-Freshman SEC form.”
And though Ellington was far from his old self, Horn
saw the benefits of having him on the team in the losing
effort and is encouraged for the improvement to come.
“I think all in all, considering he hadn’t played in six
months and had just three days of practice, I think he
came out and did some positive things,” Horn said. “I
think sometimes he was a little rusty because he hadn’t
played in a while, but he’ll be fine.”
With 23 seconds left in the game, Ellington went to
take a shot, but it was blocked by a Providence defender
before the ball even left his hand.
Every marriage has its ups and downs.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

apparently run by employees of the
football office.
Twitter has been a prevalent
topic between the two teams in
recent days. The USC defensive
line took umbrage to a t weet
supposedly issued by Clemson
quarterback Tajh Boyd calling
the unit “average.” Boyd denied
earlier this week he ever said that
on his account, which he has since
deactivated. Boyd took heat during
the summer for a t weet about
former USC quarterback Stephen
Garcia and current quarterbacks
coach G.A. Mangus after Mangus

was arrested for public urination in
Greenville.
A l s o o n T h u r s d a y, U S C
quarterback Connor Shaw, who
recently opened a Twitter account,
said his profile was “hacked” after
a tweet about driving through
the upstate on his way home to
Flowery Branch, Ga., called the
area “Property of the University of
South Carolina” and that he did not
tweet the message.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina’s Bruce Ellington returned to
basketball Thursday after playing football this fall.

Kratch: Everything needs to come to an end, and the end is finally here
Sports editor’s days at paper,
school are coming to close
A wise person once said that if things didn’t end
badly, they’d never end.
I suppose there’s some truth to that, but this ending
isn’t bad at all. It’s actually pretty good.
After three and a half unbelievable
years, my time at The Daily Gamecock
is coming to a close. You always know
the time will come when you graduate
and move on from USC, but until it
actually happens, you never really think
about what it will be like.
James
But here we are. I’ll keep this short,
Kratch
because I’ve droned on plenty of times
Fourth-year
in this space. I’m not deluded enough
English student
to think anyone wants to read some
philosophical waxing from me either.
A huge thank you to everyone I’ve worked with at
the paper, past and present. You guys were, and are,
the best. It takes a tremendous group of special people
to put out a paper five days a week, and we’ve been
fortunate to have said tremendous group my entire

time here. The same goes for my friends who don’t
work on the paper, but have been just as supportive.
Also, I can’t express my gratitude enough for all of
the friends who have shared the Gamecock beat with
me for the last three years, as well as the athletics
media relations staff. I’ve been blessed to meet so many
tremendous journalists and professionals who have not
only taught me a great deal, but put up with a dumb
kid from New Jersey and treated him like a peer.
Last, if not for the coaches and student-athletes,
there wouldn’t be any use for me. So a big thanks to
them for being available, open and honest to the media

the vast majority of the time. And to you, the reader,
for picking us up, reading and, most important, caring.
Since I’ve never been bashf ul about mak ing
predictions, here are a few for the road:
USC will win the SEC East again next season.
Dawn Staley will have her Lady Gamecocks in the
Women’s Final Four within five years.
Until USC doesn’t make the College World Series,
I’ll say it will.
Michael Roth may have a statue on campus someday.
And with that, I’ll end it. It’s been fun. As Steve
Spurrier would say, “All right, see ya next time.”
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Swinney lashes out at USC

Disputed quote
leads to postpractice rant

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Clemson coach Dabo Swinney made several pointed comments about the South Carolina football program to reporters after his Tigers finished practice on Thursday.

James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Clemson coach Dabo Swinney went all in on South
Carolina coach Steve Spurrier and the Gamecock
football program Thursday.
Responding to a quote attributed to Spurrier on
USC’s official football program Twitter account after
the Gamecocks’ 34-13 win over the Tigers on Saturday,
Swinney called the comments “kind of childish,” said it
might take USC “another 50 years” to defeat the Tigers
in three consecutive meetings and called the storied
rivalry “more of a domination.”
“My kids’ grandkids won’t live long enough to ever
see this really become a rivalry,” Swinney told reporters
after practice in Clemson.
After USC’s win, the @GamecockFB account stated

that Spurrier said, “We aren’t LSU, and we aren’t
Alabama. But we sure ain’t Clemson.”
Swinney took objection with the comments.
“He’s exactly right. They ain’t Alabama, they ain’t
LSU and they’re certainly not Clemson,” Swinney said.
“And that’s why Carolina is in Chapel Hill and USC’s
in California and the university in this state always has
been, always will be Clemson.
“You can print that. Tweet that. Whatever.”
Swinney also took shots at USC’s longtime history of
mediocrity in football.
“Coach Spurrier’s been there seven years. After five
years, I think he had 35 wins and a new contract and
all that kind of stuff,” Swinney said. “After five years at
Clemson, if I’ve only got 35 wins, there’s going to be a
new coach here. And there should be, because there’s a
different standard.”

Carolina drops another home game
Gamecocks struggle mightily
from beyond arc in loss
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The 3-point line was first incorporated
into college basketball in 1980. After South
Carol i na’s 76 - 67 loss to Prov idence on
Thursday, the smattering of Gamecock fans
in attendance at Colonial Life Arena likely
wished t hey could jump into a modif ied
DeLorean or whatever their preferred timetravel device would be, head back 31 years and
stop the Southern Conference (whose teams
USC can’t ever seem to beat on the road,
coincidentally) from introducing the arc in
the fi rst place.
The Gamecocks’ porous 6-of-30 effort
from 3-point range wasn’t the only reason
why they lost their third straight game and
fell to 2-5 on the season against the Friars ,
but it sure didn’t help.

“If we feel like it’s a makeable shot, we
just shoot,” said guard Eric Smith . “Coach
(Darrin) Horn just wants us to be aggressive.”
That mentality hindered USC a bit in this
game. Horn stresses inside out shooting when
it comes to 3-pointers, and says he never
wants to tell his players to stop shooting. But
USC didn’t play inside out for much of the
night, and a halt on the deep balls would have
been understandable.
Seven Gamecocks attempted at least one
3-pointer in the game, but only two — Smith
and for ward Malik Cooke — made their
shots, as both had three each. Horn also said
the failure to capitalize on success on the
offensive glass hurt USC. USC outrebounded
Providence 40-34, including a 20-7 advantage
in offensive boards.
“We didn’t have enough putbacks out of
that,” Horn said. “You have to fi nish those.
Those are the kind of easy baskets that we’ve
got to get and put back in.”
HOOPS ● 11

Added Swinney, “You’re looking at the best era
in the history of South Carolina football right now.
They just had their second 10-win season. They won a
championship in 1969 and a 2010 SEC East.
“This (Clemson) is a place that’s won a national title,
17 conference championships, two division titles. Heck,
we’ve won more bowl games than they’ve ever been to.”
Making the issue even odder is the fact Spurrier didn’t
say what was attributed to him. An audio clip from the
USC radio broadcast at the end of the game posted by
a local radio reporter revealed that, while Spurrier was
referenced, the statement was actually made by play-byplay man Todd Ellis, a former Gamecock quarterback.
In fact, Spurrier told USC fans after the Clemson
game he was hopeful they had realized hatred of
DABO ● 11

Kratch’s Championship Weekend Picks
SEC Championship Game: LSU vs. Georgia
Bulldogs hang for a while, but Tigers are just too good.
LSU 41, Georgia 21
Big Ten Championship Game: Michigan State vs.
Wisconsin
Lightning doesn’t strike twice for Sparty. Wisconsin 31,
Michigan State 24
Pac-12 Championship Game: UCLA vs. Oregon
Rick Neuheisel has handled his firing with class. Now his
team gets outclassed one more time. Oregon 56, UCLA 17
ACC Championship Game: Clemson vs. Virginia Tech
The Tigers’ tailspin continues. Virginia Tech 38, Clemson 14
Conference USA Championship Game: Southern Miss
vs. Houston
Just have a hunch on this one. Southern Miss 35, Houston 30
Oklahoma at Oklahoma State
Bedlam lives up to its name, and the Pokes survive.
Oklahoma State 41, Oklahoma 40

